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7 Open space and 
recreation 
requirements 

This chapter considers the open space and 
recreation facilities that will be required to meet 

the needs of the future East Leppington 

population.  
 

7.1 Demand considerations 

7.1.1 Overview 

A review of the following key studies was 

undertaken to determine previously identified 
demand for local and district open space and 

recreation facilities in the region: 

 
 Western Sydney Regional Recreation Demand 

and Opportunities Study, (Suter and Associates, 

2003) 

 South West Subregion Draft Subregional 
Strategy, (Department of Planning, 2007) 

 Liverpool City-Wide Recreation Strategy 2020, 
(Heather Nesbitt Planning et. al., 2003) 

 Camden Recreation Demand Survey, (UTS, 

2003). 

A summary of these sources is provided in 

Appendix 1. Key findings include identified demand 

for: 
 

 Developed open space and functional regional 

parklands. These will follow population growth.  

 Family-oriented parks and facilities to cater for 

the area’s growing population which is often 

family groups  

 Facilities for younger people such as outdoor 

courts, cycle tracks, skate/scooter/rollerblade 

facilities, BMX tracks, and more adventurous 
play areas, especially in new release areas 

 Informal use of parks for purposes such as 

social gatherings and outings for family and 
culturally diverse groups, particularly in areas of 

medium density development. Other informal 

uses for which there are high levels of demand 
include a range of playground experiences and 

dog walking areas  

 Access to water, such as walking tracks along 
rivers and creek lines, picnic areas around 

water features, interactive water features and 

active aquatic recreation 

 Interaction with nature, including access to 

natural areas for passive and active recreation 

and natural areas for recreation and biodiversity 
conservation 

 Connections and travel on trails and routes, 

such as integrated networks of quality walking 
and cycle tracks and links to regional track 

networks 

 Access to cultural and civic spaces for regional 
cultural and community events 

 Improving the standard of district-level sporting 

facilities, recognising high levels of participation 
in sport in the region  

 Specialised sport and recreation. This includes:  

– Upgrading existing and providing additional 
aquatic and leisure centres  

– Using selected natural areas for more 

adventurous activities  
– Managing noisy sports.  

 

Liverpool LGA 
In addition to the above, within Liverpool LGA, 

there is an identified need to provide: 

  
 Additional sporting facilities (playing fields) to 

meet the needs of organised sports 

 Accessible recreation facilities for older 
residents and residents with a disability, and 

more sporting activities for people with 

disabilities 

 Indoor recreation centres  

 Outdoor basketball / hardcourts 

 BMX tracks and children’s off-road cycling 
facilities. 

Campbelltown LGA 

Improving the use of existing local open space has 

been identified, particularly in Campbelltown and 

other areas in the sub-region, by developing local 

parks with basic facilities including barbecues, 
shaded areas, seating, picnic areas, toilets and 

parking. Basic facilities should also extend to 

include youth facilities such as basketball and 
netball courts and rings, cycle tracks and 

skateboard parks. 

 
Council has advised two important design 

principles are: 
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 To facilitate children and their parents being 

active in public spaces  

 For “public space” to reflect features of the local 
area, particularly those near bushland and rural 

areas. Facilities in these locations should have a 

more natural setting than soft fall and 
manufactured solid structures. Popular features 

include climbing apparatus, slides, swings, 

imaginary play, and touch, feel, and smell 
integrated within the landscaping of the 

surrounding areas.  

Camden LGA 
Within Camden LGA, issues include:   

 

 There is demand for large halls (two-court or 

greater sports halls with carparking) and small 

halls (community halls used for dancing etc) 

 Under-provision of standard-sized sporting 
fields. There is, however, an overprovision of 

large sporting fields / ovals (for cricket and AFL) 

across the LGA 

 Deficit of standard outdoor courts to 

accommodate sports such as tennis 

 Undersupply of weight training / fitness centres 
provided as commercial ventures 

 Need for a designated athletics space or 

suitably adapted multi-use facility. 

Skate parks and BMX are well used in Camden. 

They should be placed in visible area on public 

transport routes. 
 

7.1.2 Broad demand trends 

Trends in use of open space and participation in 

recreation activities are being driven by a number 

of wider trends in Australian society, including the 
ageing population, changes in workplace practices, 

changing recreation preferences, health and 

fitness concerns and changing housing types. A 
large number of other demographic and socio-

economic drivers of changing trends in demand for 

open space and recreation have been identified in 
research and are discussed in Appendix 1. 

 

7.1.3 Demand related to forecast 

demographics  

Demand for local open space relates to residents’ 

expectations and aspirations. As outlined in 

Chapter 5, new developments will initially contain 
a predominance of families with children, 

adolescents and young people, and over time will 

include more middle aged and older people, so 

that eventually it will have a population 
representative of the broader community.  

 

From a recreational viewpoint the major target 
groups in new release areas are children aged 0-

14 years, and adults 25-40 years. 

 
Local open space is important for encouraging 

informal interaction and creating opportunities for 

new and existing residents to come together and 
build networks, both at a local neighbourhood and 

whole of community level. In addition open space 

which encourages extended family and social 
group activity, for walking and cycling as well as 

family gatherings, is required. The level of local 

open space will in part be informed by each 
Council’s standards of local open space provision, 

outlined in the following section. 

 

In addition to demographic influences on demand 

for open space and recreational facilities, changes 

in participation in the range of sports and activities 
also influence the need for provision of facilities in 

new areas.  

 

7.1.4 Participation rates 

Recreation participation data published by the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics and Australian 

Sports Commission show the broad trends of rates 

of participation in physical recreation activities of 
adults and children in Australia and NSW. Key 

research findings are also provided in Appendix 1.  

 

7.2 Standards and rates for provision 
of open space  

7.2.1 Existing rates of provision 

Existing rates of provision of open space in 

Camden, Liverpool and Campbelltown LGAs are set 
out in Table 7.1.  

 

Table 7.1: Existing provision of open space in Campbelltown, 

Liverpool and Camden LGAs 

LGA 

Non-

regional 
open 

space 

(ha) 

Population 
20112 

Hectares 

per 
1,000 

people 

Campbelltown 
(excluding 

bushland) 

1,436 154,551 9.29 

Liverpool 1,034 188,577 5.48 

Camden 589 58,306 10.10 

Total 3,059 401,434 7.62 

Sources:  

1 Australian Bureau of Statistics - Estimated Resident 

Population 2011 
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The current rates of provision of open space in 
Campbelltown, Liverpool and Camden LGAs are 

much higher than rates of provision to be 

proposed for East Leppington as set out below. 
This is because the councils experience financial 

and operational issues in maintaining extensive 

areas of open spaces which are not well used. Low 
utilisation rates in turn reflect the fact that some of 

the open space which does exist across the three 

council areas has not been embellished to a high 
standard and does not provide a quality recreation 

setting. Rather than providing extensive areas of 

open space at existing levels of provision, it is the 
view of this study that the focus should be on 

providing quality open spaces which include usable 

settings and facilities, are accessible, are safe, 
have passive surveillance, and which may be 

adequately maintained, rather than on quantity of 

open space per se.  

 

7.2.2 Sources of standards  

The provision of open space in East Leppington 

has considered a number of sources regarding 

standards: 
 

 Open Space and Recreation Guidelines for NSW 

(SGS Economics, 2011) 

 Growth Centres Development Code (Growth 

Centres Commission, 2006) 

 Department of Planning Draft Local 
Development Contributions Guidelines (2009) 

 Recreation and Open Space Planning Guidelines 
for Local Government (2010) 

 Liverpool City-Wide Recreation Strategy 2020 

(2003) 

 Liverpool City Council Provision Rates Indicative 
Draft (21 September 2010) 

 Camden Council Section 94 Contributions Plan  

 Austral and Leppington North Precincts – 
Demographic and Social Infrastructure 
Assessment (Elton Consulting, 2011).  

 Oran Park and Turner Road Precincts Section 94 
Contributions Plan. 

NSW Guidelines 

NSW Government guidelines for open space 
provision, the Recreation and Open Space Planning 
Guidelines for Local Government (SGS Economics 

and HM Leisure Planning, 2010), advocate to 
Councils that they:  

 

 Establish the current supply of open space in an 
area by open space type (parks, outdoor sport, 

linear and linkage), hierarchy (regional, district, 
local), size, and distance from most dwellings 

 Adapt default standards for open space 

planning in NSW to define locally- specific 
provision standards. The default standards for 

local open space in NSW are: 

– About 9% of non-industrial land to be 
allocated for local and district open space, 

with a rough 50:50 split between sporting 

and recreational uses 
– local informal parks – 0.5-2 hectares in size 

and within 400 metres from most dwellings 

– district parks to be 2-5 ha and 2 km from 
most dwellings 

– local outdoor sporting areas: 5 hectares in 

size and 1 kilometre from most dwellings.  

   

 Develop locally-appropriate provision standards, 

after considering existing provision of open 
space as well as local needs, and locally-specific 

alternatives to meeting the default standard. 

The open space planning guidelines also set out 
opportunities for and constraints to providing open 

space to fill gaps between supply and demand. 

Considering the high demand for open space and 
finite open space resources, there is a need for 

smarter use of existing assets through means such 

as: 
 

 Converting or adapting existing open space  

 Integrating the provision of a wide range of 

recreation facilities and programs  

 Co-locating recreation opportunities with other 

community and commercial services  

 Using alternative, commercial facilities and 

venues for recreation on an opportunistic basis  

 Using new technologies and enhanced design 

 Providing an equitable mix of outdoor and 

indoor recreation facilities  

 Rationalising underused or poorly located 
facilities   

 New partnerships and cross-boundary local 

government co-ordination to address resource 
and capacity constraints  

 Seeking agreements with educational and other 

institutions for co-use of open space  

 Innovations in providing and maintaining open 

space are required given increasing costs  
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 Using marginal land (former landfill, drainage, 
utilities easements) that is acceptable for open 

space purposes  

 Acquiring larger sites for multiple and changing 
uses over time  

 Incorporating environmental resources as open 

space 

The levels of open space provision are 

recommended with an understanding that site 

opportunities and constraints may influence 
outcomes, and will ensure that the final quantum 

of open space proposed will reflect the realities of 

the landform, soils, drainage and other physical 
considerations, rather than the exact adopted 

standard. Opportunities and constraints with 

regard to open space provision in East Leppington 
are discussed in Section 7.4. 

 

Campbelltown Council 
The starting point for consideration of open space 

needs at East Leppington is Campbelltown 

Council’s standards for provision of open space, 
which range between 2.83 – 3.0 ha/1,000 people. 

However, Council then assesses all other facilities 

located in the surrounding areas, geographic 
features and potential future needs.  

 

 As outlined in Chapter 4, Campbelltown Council 
is of the view that the LGA is already well 

resourced with open space for sporting facilities 

and that there is sufficient spare capacity 
amongst existing sportsfields to meet much of 

the demand likely to be generated by the East 

Leppington Precinct. 

 Council is willing to accept flood affected land 

and electricity easements for passive and active 

open space purposes, as has been the practice 
elsewhere in Campbelltown 

 Council supports increased and varied use of 

the proposed Bonds Creek riparian corridors for 
passive and active recreation activities and is of 

the view that 50% of the core riparian corridors 

within East Leppington should be counted as 
open space. 

Camden Council 

Camden Council’s Section 94 Contributions Plan 

relies on the findings of the 1993 Recreation Study 

to establish the following standards for the 

provision of open space within its existing new 
release areas in Camden: 

 

 In (urban) residential areas, local and district 
public open space to be provided at the rate of 

0.4ha and 3.24ha per 1000 population 

respectively, totalling 3.64 ha per 1000 people. 
This rate of provision has been applied in the 

Turner Road precinct, and in the Camden 
section of the Austral and North Leppington 

Precincts 

 In rural and rural-residential areas public open 
space is to be provided at the rate of 2.5ha per 

1,000 population 

 Minimum area of local public open space to be 
2,000 square metres, and no further than 500 

metres walking distance of any dwellings 

 Minimum area of district public open space to 
be 5 hectares, located near public transport 

routes and no further than 2 kilometres from all 

dwellings 

 Land which falls into the following categories 

may, in some instances, be able to be included 

as part of a public or drainage reserve, but will 
not be accepted as local open space if it meets 

any of the following criteria: 

– Is less than 30 metres in width 
– Is less than 30 metres in width from the 

defined edge of a water body to the open 

space boundary 
– Provides for the regional needs of the 

community 

– Provides for tourist areas or tourist 
recreation facilities 

– Is provided as private open space or for 

private recreation facilities 
– Is provided as noise attenuation buffers, 

estate entrances or amenity areas 

– Provides for the protection of the character 
and bio-diversity of creek floodplains, 

wetlands, or water quality features 

 
 Importantly, land that is flood prone may be 

not be counted at the full rate towards meeting 

Camden Council’s requirements. 

Liverpool Council  

The following provides a summary of Liverpool 

Council’s standards relating to open space. 
 

 The provision of open space in new release 

areas is based on a standard of 2.83 hectares 
per 1,000 people 

 Local parks (minimum 2,000 sqm) to be 

provided within a five minute walk of most 
dwellings  

 1 key suburb park (district park) with minimum 

size of 3 ha per 5,000 – 10,000 people 

 1 double playing field of minimum 4 hectares 

per 5,000 people (local sporting field) 
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 1 district sporting field per 60,000 people 
approximately  

 District sporting fields to be minimum 6 

hectares and, where possible, co-located with 
other commercial, community and recreation 

space in larger neighbourhood activity hubs 

 Split between active and passive open space to 
reflect quality considerations, rather than a firm 

50:50 split 

 High use recreation facilities and quality open 
public spaces should be provided away from 

electricity transmission lines, wherever 

practicable. 

As a young population is expected for the East 

Leppington Precinct, there will be a need for 

children’s playgrounds and spaces to be provided. 
These need to be provided within walking distance 

to dwellings and incorporate safer by design 

principles. Playgrounds should be co-located with 
district and local parks and other community 

facilities.  

 
Active sports fields in close proximity to the East 

Leppington Precinct are limited. Provision of multi-

use sports fields co-located with larger passive 
areas incorporating tracks and community facilities 

should be considered to enhance social and 

community integration. Such facilities must be 
accessible by public transport and have suitable 

levels of car parking and amenities. 

 

Precedents from other precincts 

It should be noted that for the Oran Park Precinct, 

Camden Council accepted a lesser quantum of 
open space, equivalent to about 2.81 ha/1000 

people, rather than the 3.64 ha/1000 stated in the 

Camden Section 94 Contributions Plan. This was in 
recognition that the provision of an indoor 

recreation centre would add to the diversity and 

quality of recreation opportunities, rather than 
providing just sports fields. 

 

For the Austral and Leppington North Precinct 
Plan, the Department of Planning and 

Infrastructure advised that the Liverpool standard 

rate of 2.83 ha/1000 people should apply across 
both council areas, rather than having differing 

rates for the Liverpool and Camden components of 

the precinct. For the sake of consistency, this 
position has been adopted also for the East 

Leppington Precinct. 

 

7.3 Recommended quantum of open 
space 

Recommendations for provision of open space and 
recreation facilities in East Leppington are based 

on:  

 Council and NSW Government standards and 
benchmarks for provision outlined above 

 Best practice open space and recreation 

planning  

 Physical constraints and opportunities.  

The East Leppington Precinct contains a number of 

particular opportunities and constraints which have 
influenced the quantum of open space proposed.  

 

Opportunities  
Opportunities include:  

 The proximity to the Western Sydney Parklands, 

which offers a valuable opportunity to cater for 
regional informal and major sporting facilities, 

so these needs do not have to be met within 

the precinct  

 The extensive creek system which allows 

significant pedestrian and cycle linkages and 

informal open space in the riparian corridors of 
Bonds Creek, Cottage Creek, and the unnamed 

creek 

 Natural bushland scattered throughout the 
precinct will be retained in environmental 

conservation reserves 

 The Scenic Hills, which although not accessible 
to the public, will provide a visual backdrop and 

buffer to development 

 Public open space on elevated areas adjoining 

the Scenic Hills.  

Constraints  

Physical constraints that have been taken into 
account include:  

 

 Topography - Elevated sites are favoured for 
informal open space because of views and 

interest. Flat land is preferred for sporting fields 

and facilities to minimise earthworks required  

 Utilities - The gas pipeline, Sydney Catchment 

Authority canal and easement, and electricity 

transmission lines are barriers to physical 
access or are not ideal locations for high use 

recreation and public open space. The Sydney 

Catchment Authority pipeline is a major 
constraint to east-west movement and access 

to the Western Sydney Parklands. Liverpool 

Council aims to locate sportsgrounds away from 
electricity transmission lines, where possible. 

Campbelltown Council is willing to accept 

electricity easements for passive and active 
open space 

 Creeks and drainage lines – Flood liable land 

restricts the location of recreation infrastructure 
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and sporting facilities, which should be largely 
playable after wet weather. There is a necessity 

for detention basins on open space to minimise 

flooding. 

 Road network - the disjointed and circuitous 

road network between East Leppington and 

suburbs to the south and south-east via 
Camden Valley Way and Denham Court Road, 

which limits access to existing open space 

outside the Precinct.  It is understood that 
access to the south and south-east via St 

Andrews Road will not be available. 

Providing a standard rate of provision without 
commitment as to how the embellishment or 

management of this open space is to be 

undertaken is not sustainable. In particular, the 

quantity of open space to be required needs to 

take into consideration the quality of that space 

and opportunities it provides for active and passive 
recreation. This reflects the fact that Liverpool, 

Camden and Campbelltown already have a very 

large quantity of open space, some of which is not 
very usable because it has not been embellished 

for active or passive recreation. 

 

7.3.1 Total recommended open space 

Based on a forecast population of about 14,500 
people, it is recommended that a total of about 

41.02 hectares of open space be provided in East 

Leppington Precinct. This is based on the standard 
for the provision of open space and recreation 

used by Liverpool and Campbelltown Councils in 

other parts of their LGAs, and applied also to the 

Camden LGA component according to the 

precedent set for the Austral and Leppington North 

Precincts, outlined above.  
 

The recommended breakdown of open space by 

hierarchy and by type of open space is set out in 
Table 7.3 and explained further below.  

 

The recommended amount of open space for 
informal / passive parks makes provision for: 

 

 Local parks being within walking distance of 
most dwellings 

 Minimum of 0.2 hectares’ size for local parks 

 Two district / key suburb parks of a minimum 
size of 3 hectares. 

The recommended amount of open space for 
sporting fields/active recreation makes provision 

for: 

 
 2 double playing fields (4 fields), at a 

recommended rate of one local double playing 

field per 5,000 people. The forecast population 
is not quite high enough to trigger a need for a 

third double playing field, but is more than 

sufficient to justify two.   

 2 double playing fields x 5 hectares per double 

playing field = 10 hectares. This land allocation 

allows for junior sports fields, sports courts and 
other active recreation facilities to be provided 

with each set of double playing fields. 

Land not included in the open space budget 

includes:  

 

 Regional active and informal open space 
catered for in the Western Sydney Parklands. 

 50% of floodprone land or land similarly 

constrained, such as detention basins, that is 
suitable for informal and passive open space. 

While it is sensible in terms of land use 

efficiency to use flood-prone land for some 
recreation purposes, there are concerns that 

this limits the usability and quality of the open 

space provided, as well as significantly 
increasing its maintenance costs. The proposed 

strategy for open space is based on the 

principle that flood-prone land may not be used 
for active sporting facilities, but may be 

considered for passive recreation uses  

 Riparian land and other conservation land such 
as bushland, as its access and usefulness for 

recreation purposes may be limited. However, it 

should be noted that DP&I has adopted a 
position that up to 50% of the riparian corridor 

may be counted as open space, and this is 

reflected in the quantum of open space 
proposed in the draft ILP (see below for further 

details) 

 Open space under transmission lines 

 Any playing fields within school grounds. 
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Table 7.3: Land budget for recommended open space in East Leppington 

Catchment Components Spaces / facilities 
Land requirements for East 

Leppington 

Recommend

ed East 

Leppington 

Draft ILP 

v12.6 

Regional 

 Western 
Sydney 

Parklands  

 Leppington 
Town 

Centre 

Sporting fields,  

aquatic / indoor 
sport 

nil 0.0 ha 0.0 ha 

District 

Informal / 

passive 

 1 key suburb 
park per 5,000 – 

10,000 people, 

no further than 2 
km from all 

dwellings 

 2 district 

playgrounds  

 2 district older 

children’s 
playgrounds 

2 district/key suburb parks 
with minimum size of 3 ha.  

Includes district 

playgrounds.  

  

6.5 ha 3.757 ha 

Active / 

sporting 

1 four-field complex 

per 60,000 people 
nil 0.0 ha 0.0 ha 

Local 

Informal / 

passive 

 Local parks  

 3 local 

playgrounds 

 2-3 local older 
children’s play 

spaces 

Local parks minimum 0.2 
ha to 0.5 ha within 400 

metres of most dwellings.  

 
 

14.7ha 6.488ha 

Active / 

sporting 

1 double field per 

5,000 people = 2 

double fields 
required 

2 double playing fields x 5 

hectares each. Includes 

provision for sports courts 

and ancillary facilities.  

Ideally one double field 
located adjacent to the 

primary school 

10.0 ha 5.939 ha 

Other passive open space adjacent to and within 
riparian corridors 

 9.82ha 9.8351 

Total    41.02ha 26.0197 
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7.3.2 Comparison of ILP with benchmarks 

The land budget shown in the table above 

indicates that the actual rate of provision within 
the Indicative Layout Plan (ILP version 12.6) of 

26.0197 ha falls well short of the recommended 

quantum based on the application of the Councils’ 
and DPI standard (41.02 ha).  

 

The quantum proposed in the ILP will result in an 
overall rate of provision across the Precinct of only 

1.79 ha / 1000 people, compared with the 

recommended benchmark of 2.83ha / 1000. 
 

The apparent shortfall against the benchmark 

occurs across the three LGA’s, as shown in the 
table below. 

 

Table 7.2: Provision of total open space in East Leppington 

LGA 
Forecast 

population  

Recomme

nded 

provision 

(ha) 

ILP 

proposed 

provision 

(ha) 

Campbelltown 8,834 25.01 18.9625 

Liverpool 3,485 9.86 5.9102 

Camden 2,174 6.15 1.147 

Total 14,493 41.02 26.0197 

 
The apparent shortfall against the benchmark also 

occurs across each main type of open space 

(district parks, local parks and sporting fields). The 
balance between active and passive open space is 

much the same in both the recommended and 

proposed breakdowns of open space, although the 
overall quantum is much less in the proposed open 

space breakdown. 

 
It is understood that the apparent shortfall in open 

space against the benchmark has arisen as a 

consequence of the three councils agreeing to 
forego applying their own standards for open 

space provision on the basis of: 

 
 The precinct being considered as components 

of three separate LGA’s, rather than a single 

catchment, with each Council of the view that 
there is sufficient open space in its adjoining 

areas to meet part of the open space needs of 
East Leppington, and a reluctance to locate any 

new major open space facilities towards the 

peripheral areas of the LGA 

 In particular, a view that there is sufficient 

spare capacity in sporting fields in nearby areas 

of Campbelltown and Liverpool and a reluctance 
to provide for more than minimum 

requirements. This is discussed further below. 

 Council concerns about the high costs of 
acquiring and maintaining open space, and 

associated reluctance to plan for more than 

basic levels of provision  

 The extensive creek network that traverses the 

precinct, which results in a large amount of 

flood-affected land and riparian corridor which 
is not developable but which is suitable for use 

as passive open space. 

7.4 Passive open space for recreation 

This section outlines recommendations for the 

design and location of district and local passive 

open space for informal recreation. 
 

Parks 

The location of proposed open space and 
recreation facilities in the precinct should have 

regard to the general principles outlined in Chapter 

3, particularly with regard to equitable distribution, 
accessibility, connections and opportunities for co-

location.  

 
The recommended general characteristics of local 

and district parks are outlined in Table 7.4 below. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Table 7.4: Park categories and requirements 

Hierarchy 
Size Recommended 

Provision 
Description 

Local parks 
Min. 0.2ha 
up to 0.5ha 

Within 400-500m 

walking distance 

of 90% of 
dwellings 

 

Local parks should have a range of play spaces 

and opportunities and cater to older children and 

young people as well as the traditional 

playground for young children.  
Grassed area for ball games, seats, shelter. May 

contain practice wall, fitness equipment, other 

elements. 
 

District (key 

suburb) parks 
Min 3ha 2 parks 

‘Something for everyone’, family parks. Includes 

a combination of outdoor courts (basketball, 

netball), skate park, BMX track, shared 
pathways, children’s play equipment, outdoor 
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fitness equipment, performance space, 
specialised recreation facilities, water feature, 

picnic / barbecue facilities, unleashed dog 

exercise area. 
 

 

 
In terms of informal/passive recreation, the ILP for 

East Leppington has identified significant land 

areas that will be set aside as riparian corridors, 
conservation areas and detention basins. These 

have potential to meet some of the passive 

recreation needs of the future population.   
 

DPI has instructed that up to 50% of land in 

riparian corridors may be counted as open space 
in the East Leppington Precinct. 

 

However, the extent to which this land will permit 

quality recreation uses is not clear at this stage.   

Before conservation areas, riparian corridors, 

buffers and detention basins can be accepted as 
areas of open space, it will need to be confirmed 

that they are usable and capable of providing 

quality recreation settings, and that it will be 
appropriate for them to contain embellishments 

such as barbecue and picnic facilities, seating, 

playgrounds, pathways etc. Accordingly, the 
precise quantum of these lands that will be 

counted as open space (as opposed to 

conservation areas) will need to be adjusted once 
a process of “ground-truthing” has occurred to 

identify the areas suitable for recreation. 

 
In addition to open space associated with riparian 

corridors and detention basins, there will be a 

need to provide local parks, in order to meet the 
objective of having a local park within walking 

distance of most dwellings. 

 
As outlined in Table 7.3 above, the ILP (version 

12.6) makes provision for 6.488 ha of open space 

for local parks, which range in size from 0.17 ha to 
just over 2 ha. This is supplemented by a further 

9.8351 ha of land for passive recreation within or 

adjacent to the riparian corridors.  
 

In addition, the ILP makes provision for one 

district level park, provisionally named Leppington 
House Park, which is a larger park of 3.8 ha, 

potentially providing “something for everyone” 

family activities. Opportunities to address the need 

for a second larger district park include the 2.665 

ha park in the northern corner of the precinct. This 

is currently slightly smaller than Liverpool Council’s 

minimum 3 ha size for a key suburb district park. 

 
Playgrounds  

A hierarchy of playgrounds is recommended across 

the precinct, to include: 
 

 Larger playgrounds catering to both young and 

older children within the district / key suburb 
parks, along with picnic and barbecue facilities 

 Local playgrounds with more limited facilities in 

local parks. 

The recommended rate of provision of 

playgrounds for young children is one playground 

per 500 children aged 0-4 years. For playspaces 
for older children, the rate is one playspace per 

500 children aged 5-12 years. Typically, in new 

release areas five plus years after development, 
children aged 0-4 represent about 10% of the 

population, and children aged 5-11 represent 

about 12%. This suggests there will be a need for 
about 3 playgrounds for young children and 3-4 

for older children. Playgrounds and playspaces 

should be provided together in district parks to 
meet the need for “something for everyone” family 

activities. 

 
There will be a need to provide local parks within 

walking distance of most dwellings. When the 

physical constraints of the East Leppington 
precinct are considered, particularly the main road 

network, the riparian corridor, the water supply 

canal, and the gas and electricity easements, there 
are five discrete catchments for children’s 

playgrounds within 500 metres of a central point.  

 
For these reasons, five playgrounds for young 

children are recommended: two in the 

recommended district parks, and in three local 
playgrounds. 

 

Location and design considerations for 
playgrounds are outlined in the table on the next 

page. 
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Table 7.5: Location and design considerations for playgrounds 

Size Provision Design Considerations 

Children’s Playgrounds (0-4) years 

Minimum 0.3 ha for 
standalone playgrounds. 

Where co-located the 

space may be reduced. 

5 playgrounds 

Co-located with parks, sportsgrounds, courts, 

schools, community facilities, conservation areas 
Regional, district, local hierarchy in terms of play 

equipment and range of experiences  

Each play area should offer a different experience. 
Include children’s bike paths in district and 

regional playgrounds  

Can be co-located with playspaces for 5 to 12 year 
olds – within sight distance for carers but 

physically separated 

Fencing if adjacent to water, road, steep slope 
Seating, shade, water provided.  

Playspaces (5 to 12 year olds) 

Minimum 0.3 ha for 

standalone playgrounds. 
Where co-located the 

space may be reduced. 

3-4 playspaces 

Allows for more independent play, skill 

development and cognitive development. However 

they still require adult supervision 

More challenging equipment 

These may include bouldering features, climbing 
areas, ‘learn to’ cycleways through to cycle 

obstacle course, skate facility, BMX/mountain bike 

jumps and tracks 
These areas could be co-located with children’s 

playgrounds, school or community facilities for 

supervision and convenience of use by carers. 
 

 

7.5 Active sporting open space 

This section outlines recommendations for the 

provision of local and district active open space for 

sporting activities. 
 

Design considerations for sportsgrounds  

Requirements for sportsgrounds in East 
Leppington are set out in Table 7.6.  

 

The recommended provision of sportsgrounds is 
based on providing for larger sporting complexes 

with a minimum of two playing fields, rather than 

single fields dotted around the development, 
which would result in duplication of smaller 

facilities and provide limited recreational and social 

benefit. Single fields are not suitable for sporting 
competitions and multiple teams. This leads to a 

lack of opportunity for training, an inability to 

accommodate emerging sports, and a reduction in 
the ability to put into practice Federal and State 

government campaigns to improve general 

community health and well-being. 

 

 

Sportsgrounds may be located with adjoining 
passive open space to provide a major recreation 

area.  

 
Internationally, there is a trend towards flexible 

training areas which do not have full pitches but 

rather provide an opportunity for small sided 
games and half court practice areas. This 

increases the flexibility of use and prevents pitches 

from being dominated by one sporting code.  
 

Consideration may also be given to synthetic turf 

pitches for training which require less maintenance 
and water and have a high capacity for use 

especially in winter months. 

 
At this early stage of planning, sportsgrounds are 

proposed as multi-use facilities, rather than being 

allocated for specific sporting codes. Space and 
facilities for different sports will be integrated into 

the active open space land budget allocated to 

sportsgrounds based on need. Many sports can 
share space.  
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Table 7.6: Location and design considerations for local sportsgrounds 

Active 

Sports-

Grounds 

Size Rate of Provision Design Considerations 

Local 

Minimum 

4 ha 

Ideally 
5ha 

1 double field: 
5,000 people  

= 2 double 

playing fields (4 
single fields) 

To accommodate demand for local sport and recreation training 
and competition. Rather than a series of single fields facilities are 

grouped to provide economies of scale for infrastructure. 

 
To be located adjoining or as close as possible to schools 

 

May be co-located with a playground, play space, community 
facility 

Inclusions : 

– 2 multi-purpose rectangular fields or 1-2 full-sized 
cricket/AFL ovals (plus practice nets or walls as 

appropriate) 

– 2 tennis / netball courts 
– 2 half-court basketball courts, or 2 multi-purpose courts 

– Lights for training  

– Amenities with change rooms, canteen, meeting room 
– Parking 

 

 
Recommended provision 

The recommended rate of provision of sporting 

fields is 1 double playing field per 5,000 people.  
Applying that rate to the proposed population of 

East Leppington means that at least two double 

playing fields (4 single fields) should be provided 
(totalling about 10 ha). The forecast population, at 

around 14,500 people, falls just short of the 

threshold of 15,000 people which would trigger 
demand for a third double playing field. 

 

The ILP (Version 12.6) has proposed that one 

sports park with only one double playing field be 

provided within East Leppington, with an area of 

5.9 ha. 
 

This level of apparent under-provision, when 

compared with the recommended and accepted 
standard, is understood to have arisen as a 

consequence of Campbelltown Council’s view that: 

 
 There is identified spare capacity in the sporting 

complexes located in suburbs of Campbelltown 

to the south and south-east of East Leppington. 
It has been assumed that this spare capacity 

will satisfy much of the demand arising from 

East Leppington, especially for district level 
facilities.  

 The distance to travel to the sporting complexes 

located in suburbs of Campbelltown to the 
south and south-east of East Leppington is in 

some cases less than 10 km, which Council 

considers is not a considerable distance to 
travel for sports activities, particularly club 

sports.  

 A range of central venues for key sports 
(hockey, netball, basketball, softball, Oztag and 

touch football) exist, and these sporting 

associations do not plan to outsource their 

competitions.  

 Participation in sport in Campbelltown needs to 

increase, rather than creating more teams.  

With exceptions, clubs and associations are 
generally not considering expanding the 

number of teams in the area.   

The proposed level of provision of sportsgrounds 
has also had regard to: 

 

 The range of sports catered for in neighbouring 
suburbs  

 Sports club requirements ie. the locations of 

home grounds for specific sports in 
Campbelltown Liverpool and Camden.   

 Potential future needs.    

Liverpool Council is understood to have adopted  
similar views to that of Campbelltown Council, with 

regard to there being potential capacity in existing 

sports fields to the north of East Leppington, and 
the need to contain Section 94 costs by minimising 

the quantum of open space to be acquired and 

embellished.. 

 

Notwithstanding these considerations, a minimum 

of two double playing fields is recommended for 
East Leppington because: 

 

 People who participate in field sports among 
the 14,500 new residents in East Leppington 

need a sufficient number and at least training-

quality facilities locally 
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 Sporting participation rates may increase, 
particularly as those people moving in to the 

precinct are expected to be young families.  

One double sporting field will not be sufficient 
to cater for these needs 

 It is assumed there will be no spare capacity for 

use of sporting fields in adjoining Growth 
Centre precincts, particularly in Austral-North 

Leppington 

 The rate will be equitable to that applied to 
other precincts in the South West Growth 

Centre 

 It is inequitable to expect that the shortfall in 
East Leppington can be made up in the closest 

adjoining Leppington Precinct, where precinct 

planning has not yet occurred. Generally the 
principle of each precinct making provision to 

meet its own needs has been adopted, to 

ensure that a burden of under-provision is not 
passed on to future precincts 

 The distance for East Leppington residents to 

travel to existing district sporting fields in 
suburbs to the south and east in Campbelltown 

(Raby, Eagle Vale and Eschol Park) is a 

minimum of 10 km (Googlemaps). This is a 
deterrent to participation in sporting activities 

for people with limited or no access to a 

vehicle. While people may be prepared to travel 
distances such as this for district team 

competitions, this distance is considered 

excessive for local kids sporting activities, and 

puts additional pressure on families with more 

than one child to drive to sport 

 Sporting participants in the East Leppington 
population will require at least training-quality 

facilities locally to avoid having to travel long 

distances 

 New sporting clubs may decide to base 

themselves in East Leppington rather than in 

adjoining areas  

As noted previously, the NSW Guidelines for Open 

Space Planning (SGS Economics and HM Leisure 

Planning, 2010) recommend that local outdoor 
sports fields be located one kilometre from most 

dwellings. Requiring the East Leppington 

population to rely in part on sports fields located 
at least 10 km away is contrary to the NSW 

Guidelines, and to the best practice principles 

outlined in Chapter 2, including the Growth 
Centres Development Code. It also runs counter to 

the Health Department’s Checklist for Healthy 

Urban Development. 
 

The closest district level playing field to East 

Leppington currently is located in Prestons, seven 

km to the north. In future, additional sporting 
fields will be developed in the adjoining precincts 

of Leppington, Leppington North and Austral. 

These will all be closer to East Leppington than 
existing facilities to the south. 

 

The implication of the apparent under-provision of 
sporting fields within East Leppington is that 

residents are likely to use those that are closest to 

them in the surrounding area – ie those within 
Liverpool and Camden LGA’s, rather than those 

further away in Campbelltown. The extent to 

which this is an equitable and acceptable outcome 
for Liverpool and Camden Councils is a matter for 

those councils to resolve with Campbelltown 

Council. Camden Council has suggested that it 
could require contributions from East Leppington 

towards provision of sporting facilities in the future 

Leppington Precinct, if there is inadequate 

provision within East Leppington, given the 

proximity of the two precincts. 

 
Not making adequate provision for sporting fields 

within East Leppington also runs the risk that the 

precinct will be deficient in sporting opportunities 
and will not encourage participation in sports and 

physical activity, at a time when government 

policy is trying to encourage such activity to 
promote health outcomes. Lack of provision within 

East Leppington would also not be equitable, given 

adequate levels of provision in the wider area. 
 

The recommended minimum size of a 

sportsground is 4 ha, but ideally at least 5 ha is 
desirable to allow for buffers and flexibility in the 

siting of the fields. The proposed area of 5.9 ha 

could additionally accommodate active sports for 
younger age groups who will not require full sized 

fields, together with outdoor courts, as discussed 

below. 
 

Ideally the two sporting fields should be located 

alongside each other, to maximise efficiencies in 
administering competitions and training and in 

providing a single set of amenities. Co-location of 

the fields also provides convenience for families 
where children of different ages are playing in 

different games. The ILP appropriately locates the 

two fields together, as one double playing field. 
 

Outdoor courts 

The land allocations recommended for 

sportsgrounds make provision for inclusion of 

outdoor sports courts. Location and design 

considerations for outdoor sports are listed below 
in Table 7.7. 
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Table 7.7: Location and design considerations for outdoor 

courts 

Outdoor courts 
Location and design 

considerations 

Outdoor courts  
(netball, tennis, 

basketball, beach 

volleyball) 

Regional, district, local 
hierarchy 

Basketball courts 

(half, full) 

In key district/suburb parks.  

Co-located with sportsgrounds.  

Netball Courts 

Training courts at 

sportsgrounds and in 
district/key suburb parks 

Tennis courts – 

local 
Minimum 2 courts 

Tennis centre – 

district 

Tennis facilities: co-located 
with district level facilities or 

indoor multi-purpose 

recreation facilities. 
Minimum 4 courts to ensure 

viability 

Beach volleyball 

court 

Co-located with sportsground, 
and tennis and basketball 

courts. Located in district and 

regional parks, or at 
aquatic/leisure centres 

Multi-purpose 

courts 
Several locations 

 
Creating other opportunities for active 

recreation 

In the absence of adopting the recommendations 
of this study with regard to sporting fields, and 

only providing one double sporting field in the ILP, 

further consideration has been given to other ways 

of increasing opportunities for active recreation, 

particularly in the Liverpool component of the 

Precinct, which will have a population of around 
3,500 people and no local sporting facilities. In 

particular, opportunities to include active 

recreation facilities in the largest park in the 
Liverpool sector of the Precinct, OSc1, have been 

considered. 

 
Our opinion is that the open space proposed within 

the Liverpool component of the East Leppington 

Precinct will not be suitable for facilities for 
organised sport, due to its size, shape and 

potential flood affectation, and the economies of 

scale required in providing sporting facilities. 
 

However, in the absence of sporting facilities in 

the area, it is our opinion that the proposed open 
space can, and should, be embellished in ways 

that encourage as much as possible informal 

physical activity and an active lifestyle. This 
includes embellishments for all age and ability 

groups, with a particular focus on children, young 

people and family groups. Suggested 
embellishments include: 

 

 Off-road cycling paths and “learn to cycle” 
circuits for young children 

 A network of paths and trails for walking and 

jogging 

 Fitness equipment located along the trails 

 A large “kick about” area for informal ball 

games and practice 

 A half court with basketball hoop for practice 

 Playgrounds that encourage active play and 

more challenging activities. 

In this way, providing high quality open space that 

offers a range of active recreation opportunities 

may help to make up for the notional shortfall in 
the quantum of open space. 

 

 

7.6 Natural settings and linkages 

Natural settings and linkages or passive transport 

connections are important open space 
considerations. This section outlines the 

requirements for the inclusion of these elements in 

the planning for East Leppington. 
 

Natural settings are important for conservation 

purposes, as well as recreational settings, and 
offer visual amenity and physical separation of 

urban areas. 

 

The NSW Government has previously advised that 

conservation areas, including core riparian zones, 

vegetated buffers, biological linkages and remnant 
patches of native vegetation, may not be 

embellished for recreation uses. This in effect has 

quarantined these areas from being used for 
passive recreation purposes. However, as 

mentioned previously, it is understood that these 

requirements are about to change, and DPI has 
advised that up to 50% of land in riparian 

corridors may be counted as open space in the 

East Leppington Precinct. The extent to which this 
land will permit quality recreation uses is not clear 

at this stage.   

 
Environmental conservation areas help protect 

remnant vegetation and the rural landscape, and 

provide a visual buffer between the built areas. In 
East Leppington, bushland on the north-eastern 

corner of the intersection of Camden Valley Way 

and Ingleburn Road has been designated as an 
Environmental Conservation Area. The Scenic Hills 

are designated as Environmental Management. 

Within this area, it is understood that the only 
public open space will be the proposed park 

around Leppington House.   
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Open space and recreation facilities should be 
designed to maximise the visual advantages of the 

‘designated conservation areas’, by locating 

adjacent to them.  
 

The local history and heritage of Campbelltown, 

Liverpool and Camden should be represented in 
themes for the parks and playgrounds. 

 

The Growth Centres Development Code and the 
Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH), require 

walkways and open space areas to be outside of 

Core Riparian Zones. OEH has reiterated that local 
parks, playgrounds, cycleways and pathways 

should not be located within Core Riparian Zones, 

vegetated buffers, biological linkages, and 
remnant patches of native vegetation. However, 

they may be located adjacent to these areas. 

While 50% of riparian zones may be counted as 

open space, it is understood that the ILP will still 

need to locate all embellishments including play 

and fitness equipment, cycleways and associated 
activity nodes to demonstrate that they are not 

proposed within the conservation areas. 

 
Locating cycleways adjacent to the conservation 

areas will provide increased opportunities for 

cycleways and additional open space, as long as 
the activities do not impinge on the identified 

ecological value of the area. The critical success 

factor for these pathways is ensuring that they are 

safe by having passive surveillance and regular 
activity nodes and points of interest which may, 

for example, offer play areas for children, fitness 

equipment, seating, community gardens, public art 
or picnic facilities. 

 

A network of walking and cycling tracks which link 
with the regional network should be provided in or 

adjacent to the riparian corridors and adjacent to 

conservation zones.  
 

The creation of ‘on road’ and ‘off road’ cycleways 

provides an alternative transport mode as well as 
increasing access adjacent to the conservation 

areas and creating greater connectivity between 

the new residential areas, facilities and services 
and the existing residential areas and natural 

resources. Cycleways need to provide access to 

community facilities and between residential areas 

as well as within them. 

 

It will be important that trails and walking paths in 
East Leppington link into the Leppington Town 

Centre, Western Sydney Parklands and the 

regional trail network to enhance connectivity. 
 

Provision of walking tracks and shared pathways/ 

cycleways should be provided as follows. 
Considerations for the inclusion of linkages are 

outlined in Table 7.9. 

 
 

Table 7.9: Requirements for recreational linkages 

Linkage Open Space Location Design Consideration 

Walking 

Tracks 

Provided as 
required or 

as 

opportunity 
arise 

Flat to undulating land. 

In or adjacent to riparian corridors, water 

supply channel, drainage corridors. 

Link open space, recreation facilities 
community facilities and services, 

schools, town, neighbourhood and village 

centres 
Through bushland if appropriate  

Linking streets (depending on road 

network 

Fitness trails may be incorporated 

into the track. 

Shared 

cycleways/ 

Walkways 

0.7 hectares 
for each 

kilometre 

length. 
 

Flat to undulating land. 

In or adjacent to riparian corridors, water 

supply channel, drainage corridors. 
Link open space, recreation facilities 

community facilities and services, 

schools, town, neighbourhood and village 
centres 

Linking streets (depending on road 

network 

Minimum 2.5 metre-wide path for 

dual use.  

Seats and bubblers essential along 
the cycleway and circular routes 

should be included where possible.  

Access points to the cycleway from 
employment and residential land 

and bike storage is essential for 

convenience of users. 
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7.7 Conclusion 

In terms of local and district open space and 

recreation facilities, the study has identified a need 

for: 
 

 About 41.02 hectares of local and district open 

space, based on the DPI, Liverpool and 
Campbelltown Councils’ standard of 2.83 

ha/1000 people 

 Two district/key suburb parks, focused on the 
area near Leppington House Park and in the 

north-east of the Precinct.  

 Local parks within walking distance of most 
dwellings  

 Two double playing fields x 5 hectares each, 

including sports courts 

 Five playgrounds for young children – two in 

the district parks and in three local playgrounds 

 A network of walking and cycling trails along 
the creek line and linking to the wider network, 

particularly to the Leppington Major Centre. 

The actual rate of provision proposed within the 
Indicative Layout Plan (ILP version 12.6) of 

26.0197ha falls well short of the recommended 

quantum based on the application of the Council 
and DPI standard (41.02 ha). The actual rate of 

provision is equivalent to only 1.79 ha/1000 

persons, compared to the adopted standard of 

2.83 ha/1000. 

This shortfall includes both informal/passive open 

space and active open space for sporting facilities, 
and occurs across each of the LGA components of 

the Precinct. 

Two local sports parks are recommended within 
East Leppington, to include double playing fields 

and multi-purpose courts (minimum of 5 ha each). 

This compares with provision in the ILP for only 
one double playing field of 5.9 ha.  

While there may be existing capacity within sports 

grounds in nearby suburbs of Campbelltown, these 
existing facilities will not be locally accessible to 

the East Leppington population. The proposed 

under-provision of sporting fields in the precinct 
has the risk of impacting on sports fields in 

adjoining precincts and LGAs, which are closer to 

East Leppington. It also has the risk of diminishing 
opportunities for physical activity and an interest in 

participating in sports. 

A network of walking and cycling tracks which link 
with the regional network should be provided in or 

adjacent to the riparian corridors and adjacent to 
conservation zones. 

Regional active and informal open space will be 

catered for in the Western Sydney Parklands, and 
the regional aquatic and indoor recreation facility 

within the adjacent Leppington Town Centre.  

The proposed low rate of provision is of concern 
from an open space and recreation planning 

perspective, as we believe that an insufficient 

quantum of open space will be provided in the 
precinct to meet the future needs of the East 

Leppington population. Demand will therefore be 

placed on resources and facilities in adjacent 
areas, which have not been planned to cope with 

this. The low rate of provision also sets an 

unfortunate precedent for the planning of future 

precincts within the Growth Centre.  
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8 Conclusion 

8.1 Summary conclusion 

This study has considered the community facilities, 

human services and open space that will be 
required to meet the needs of the future 

population of the East Leppington Precinct, in 

order to create communities which will be socially 
sustainable. 

 

Currently only about 138 people live within the 
suburb of Varroville, the nearest suburb equivalent 

to the East Leppington Precinct area. Over the 

next twenty years of so, the population is forecast 
to grow to around 14,500 people, of which around 

24% will live within the Liverpool Council area, 

61% within the Campbelltown Council area and 
the remaining 15% will live within the Camden 

Council area of the Precinct. 

 
In line with experience in other new release areas 

in south west Sydney, this population is expected 

to comprise mainly families with children, 
especially in the early years. However, as a variety 

of housing types and sizes are provided, the 

population will become more diverse, and over 
time will become representative of the broader 

population of western Sydney. 

 

The study has found that there is very little spare 

capacity within existing social infrastructure in the 

area to meet the needs of this new population. 
While some local level facilities and open space 

areas are located in adjacent areas, these are not 

within local walking distance for the future East 
Leppington population and have been provided to 

meet the needs of their local catchments only. 

Some existing facilities are likely to be redeveloped 
in the future as new precincts are developed, or 

else their spare capacity will be taken up by 

population growth in other precincts. 
 

The only existing facilities which might be used by 

the future East Leppington population are sporting 
fields within Campbelltown. However road access 

constraints to the precinct mean that these are at 

least 10 km from the precinct, and so cannot be 
considered suitable to meet local needs. 

 

This means that future demand for local level 
facilities, services and open space will need to be 

addressed by new social infrastructure to be 

provided within the East Leppington Precinct. 
 

In terms of requirements for local and district level 
community facilities to be located within East 

Leppington North, recommendations include:  

 
 One public primary school, to be provided by 

DEC  

 Neighbourhood level retail services for daily 
needs 

 A neighbourhood level multi-purpose 

community centre of around 600 - 620sqm, as 
a base for local community activities and 

services, to be owned and managed by 

Campbelltown Council 

 Possibly three or four child care centres to be 

provided by the private sector, depending on 

size and supply in nearby areas 

 Places of worship, according to local demand 

and with sites purchased through the market 

 Local medical centre / GPs, according to market 
demand and accommodated in commercial 

premises 

 Residential aged care facilities, with sites to be 
acquired through the market. 

The draft ILP makes appropriate provision for 

these facilities within the precinct. 
 

Residents of the East Leppington Precinct will rely 

on district and regional level facilities and services 

available or proposed in the wider area, primarily 

in the Leppington Major Centre. The East 

Leppington Precinct is not considered suitable for 
the location of any district or regional facilities as it 

does not contain a district or major centre, and is 

in close proximity to the future Leppington Major 
Centre, where major new facilities will be 

concentrated. 

 
In terms of local and district open space and 

recreation facilities, the study has identified a need 

for: 
 

 About 41.02 hectares of local and district open 

space, based on the Liverpool and 
Campbelltown Councils’ standard of 2.83 

ha/1000 people. This open space would be 

owned and maintained by Liverpool, Camden 
and Campbelltown Councils. 

 Two district/key suburb parks, focused on the 

area near Leppington House Park and in the 
north-east of the Precinct.  

 Local parks within walking distance of most 

dwellings  
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 Two sports parks with double playing fields and 
sports courts (5 hectares each) 

 Five playgrounds for young children – two in 

the district parks and in three local playgrounds 

 A network of walking and cycling trails along 

the creek line and linking to the wider network, 

particularly to the Leppington Major Centre. 

The actual rate of provision proposed within the 

Indicative Layout Plan (ILP version 12.6) of 

26.0197ha falls well short of the recommended 
quantum based on the application of the Council 

and DPI standard (41.02 ha). The actual rate of 

provision is equivalent to only 1.79 ha/1000 
persons, compared to the adopted standard of 

2.83 ha/1000.  

This shortfall includes both informal/passive open 
space and active open space for sporting facilities, 

and occurs across each of the LGA components of 

the Precinct. 

Importantly, only one double playing field is 

proposed, in contrast to the two recommended. 

While there may be existing capacity within sports 
grounds in nearby suburbs of Campbelltown, these 

existing facilities will not be locally accessible to 

the East Leppington population. The proposed 
under-provision of sporting fields in the precinct 

has the risk of impacting on sports fields in 

adjoining precincts and LGAs, which are closer to 
East Leppington. It also has the risk of diminishing 

opportunities for physical activity and an interest in 

participating in sports. 

The proposed low rate of provision of open space 

and sporting facilities is of concern from an open 

space and recreation planning perspective, as we 
believe that an insufficient quantum of open space 

will be provided in the precinct to meet the future 

needs of the East Leppington population. Demand 
will therefore be placed on resources and facilities 

in adjacent areas, which have not been planned to 

cope with this. The low rate of provision also sets 
an unfortunate precedent for the planning of 

future precincts within the Growth Centre.  

Regional active and informal open space will be 

catered for in the Western Sydney Parklands, and 

the regional aquatic and indoor recreation facility 

within the adjacent Leppington Town Centre.  

8.2 Land requirements 

The active and passive open space required and 

the areas proposed to be provided under ILP 12.6 
are set out in Table 8.1 and Map 2 below. Table 

8.2 identifies the land that will be required for 

community facilities and schools. 
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Table 8.2 Proposed Open Space Provision (ILP Version 12.6). 

Row Labels CAMDEN CAMPBELLTOWN LIVERPOOL 

Open Space (Active) 
   

OSb1 
 

59,390  m2 
 

Open Space (Active) Total 
 

59,390  m2 
 

Open Space (Local Parks) 
   

OSc1 
  

11,901  m2 

OSc2 
  

5,712  m2 

OSc3 
 

6,192  m2 
 OSc4 

 
1,709  m2 

 OSc5 
 

20,360  m2 
 OSc6 11,470  m2 

  OSc7 
 

7,537  m2 
 Open Space (Local Parks) 

Total 11,470  m2 35,798  m2 17,613  m2 

Open Space (District Parks)    

OSc8  37,575 m2  

Open Space (Passive) 
   

OSa1 
  

4,966  m2 

OSa10 
 

7,771  m2 
 OSa2 

  
14,692  m2 

OSa3 
  

4,394  m2 

OSa4 
  

15,468  m2 

OSa5 
  

1,969  m2 

OSa6 
 

450  m2 
 OSa7 

 
23,260  m2 

 OSa8  22,740 m2  

OSa9  2,641 m2  

Open Space (Passive) Total 
 

56,862m2 41,489  m2 

Grand Total 11,470  m2 189,625m2 59,102  m2 
 

 

Table 8.2 Land proposed for Schools and Community Facilities 

COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE (sq.m) 
Camden Liverpool 

Campbell-
town Total (sq.m) 

Schools 0 0 29,896 29,896 

Multi-purpose community centre.  Community 
Uses - Building (incl 15% PM and 15% 
Contingency) – number 0 0 1  

Multi-purpose community centre. Community 
Uses - Land 0 0 3,237 3,237 

Total 0 0 33,133 33,133 
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